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1st	Japan-Finland	Seminar	
	

Local	wellbeing,	human	securities	and	indigenous	peoples	in	the	Arctic	and	Asia	
	
As	the	Japanese	government	first	announced	its	Arctic	policy	in	2015,	East	Asian	countries	
have	recently	promoted	the	collaboration	in	the	field	of	economy,	environment,	and	
politics	with	the	Arctic	states	and	region.	In	these	trends	the	issue	of	local	and	indigenous	
peoples	is	pivotal	among	the	states.	Academia	should	take	initiatives	to	explore	the	
significance	of	those	peoples	as	a	political	subject	and	their	wellbeing	in	the	contemporary	
world.		Social	scientists	are	expected	to	generate	research	facts	and	appropriate	
interpretations	of	socio-cultural	processes	among	local	and	indigenous	peoples	including	
their	history,	cultural	identity,	politics,	and	environmental	interaction	related	to	states	and	
in	international	relations.	In	particular,	it	is	necessary	to	emphasize	critical	perspectives	
how	the	Asian	countries	perceive	indigenous	issues	in	Asia	as	well	as	those	in	the	Arctic.	
The	purpose	of	this	seminar	is	to	facilitate	knowledge	exchange	and	discussion	among	
researchers	from	Finland	and	Japan	including	young	scholars	under	the	topic	of	notions	of	
wellbeing,	human	securities	and	indigenous	peoples	in	the	Arctic	and	Asia.	We	would	like	
to	consider	how	indigenous	peoples,	ethnic	minorities	and	other	social	groups	in	the	
region	build	cultural	dignity	and	freedom	through	interdisciplinary	collaboration.	
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1st Japan-Finland Seminar on the Arctic and East Asia (JAFSAS) 
 
- Date: January 20-21, 2022, Thursday & Friday, Finland time 9:00am to 12:00pm; Japan time 
4:00pm to 7:00pm 
- Style: On-line meeting preferably organized in two places (Lapland University and Tohoku 
University) 
 

------PROGRAM----- 
 

(Day 1)  20-Jan-2022, Thursday  
 
Session 1 Chair: TAKAKURA Hiroki  

JPN FIN  

16:00- 

16:15  

9:00-

9:15 

Introduction 

(TAKAKURA Hiroki) 

16:15-

16:35 

9:15-

9:35 

Local well-being and community sustainability along the northern Sea Route 

(Florian STAMMLER) 

16:35-

16:55 

9:35-

9:55 

Well-being and development: Policy implication based on a comparative analysis 

of urban and rural Russia (TAKEDA Yuka) 

16:55-

17:15 

9:55-

10:15 

Radically Ordinary Lives: Young Rural Stayers and the Ingredients of the Good 

Life in Finnish Lapland (Ria-Maria ADAMS) 

17:15-

17:35 

10:15-

10:35 

The Ainu Policy Promotion Act and its Impact on the Salmon Culture of the Ainu 

People (NOGUCHI Hiroya) 

 
(Break) 
 
Session 2 Chair: S. KONDO 

JPN FIN  
17:40-

18:00 

10:40-

11:00 

Living Law in the Arctic: legal perspectivism as a new approach to the study of 

Arctic indigenous relations with the state (Aytalina IVANOVA) 

18:00-

18:20 

11:00-

11:20 

An argument for relying on Article 27 of the ICCPR in the Ainu fishery lawsuit : 

Lessons from the Sámi Parliament case in the HRC (OSAKADA Yuko) 

18:20-

18:40 

  

11:20-

11:40 

 

Environmental Impact Assessment in the Arctic:Local environmental experts, the 

manufacture of knowledge, and industrial development (Hannah STRAUSS-

MAZZULLO) 

18:40-

19:00 

11:40-

12:00 Discussion 
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(Day 2)  21-Jan-2022, Friday  
 
Session 3 Chair: Florian STAMMLER 

JPN FIN  

16:00- 

16:20 

9:00-

9:20 

Cultural Security as a Key Factor for Local Well-Being among the Inupiat in 

Utqiaġvik, Alaska. (KISHIGAMI Nobuhiro) 

16:20-

16:40 

9:20-

9:40 Cultural heritage and self-determination of Izhma Komi (SIKORA Karolina)  
16:40-

17:00 

9:40-

10:00 Wellness Camp: Alaska Natives' Strategies for Well-being (KONDO Shiaki)  
17:00-

17:20 

10:00-

10:20 

Arctic indigenous histories: methods of indigenous history making in the Arctic 

(Allemann LUKAS) 

 
(Break) 
 
Session 4 Chair: TABATA Shin-ichiro  

JPN FIN  

17:25-

17:45 

  

10:25-

10:45 

 

Anthropological Study on the Relation between Indigenous Organizations and 

Institutions for the Realization of Indigenous Rights in the Russian Federation 

(KORESAWA Sakurako) 

17:45-

18:05 

10:45-

11:05 

Hollow and emergent potential of BRI - A critical structural analysis of BRI 

(Matti NOJONEN) 

18:05-

18:25 

11:05-

11:25 

The Popularity of Traditional Chinese Medicine: The Case of Cancer (QIN 

Xiameng) 

18:25-

18:45 

11:25-

11:45 Discussion 

18:45-

19:00 

11:45-

12:00 Conclusion (Florian STAMMLER) 

 
This	seminar	is	a	part	of	event	of	the	Program	of	Arctic	Challenge	for	Sustainability	II	
(https://www.nipr.ac.jp/arcs2/e/)	
	
Organizers:	 	
Center	for	Northeast	Asian	Studies,	Tohoku	University	
Arctic	Center,	Lapland	University	
Slavic	Eurasian	Research	Center,	Hokkaido	University	
Graduate	School	of	Intercultural	Studies,	Kobe	University	
Arctic	Challenge	for	Sustainability	II	(https://www.nipr.ac.jp/arcs2/e/)	
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Florian Stammler 
University of Lapland, Finland 

 

Local well-being and community sustainability  
along the northern Sea Route 

 
The Northern Sea Route has gained increased attention in geopolitics and infrastructure 

discussions, especially among export-strong Asian countries. Most scholarship relates to 

the geopolitical dimension of this international interest,Russian hard security and 

sovereignty concerns in this situation. Less is known about the perception of these 

geopolitical developments among the people who live in the coastal villages along the 

Northern Sea Route. Some of these villages can be considered among the planet's 

remotest locations of human inhabitation. Now they may find themselves in the centre 

of the attention and become receivers of huge infrastructural investments. What are the 

hopes, dreams, anticipations, worries, fears and plans of villagers living in such 

communities? How do the they see their role in this situation of increased attention to 

their home places? Based on fieldwork in the village of Nayba on the Laptev Sea, the 

presentation has a focus on perception of the Northern Sea Route in the everyday life of 

the villagers. I shall explore how they position themselves on a scale between becoming 

victims of development or agents of their own future.    
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Yuka Takeda 
Kyushu University, Japan 

 

Well-being and development: Policy implication based on  
a comparative analysis of urban and rural Russia 

 
 

Many researchers have long doubted the relevance of GDP per capita as an indicator 
of economic performance and social progress. The Commission on the Measurement of 
Economic Performance and Social Progress (Stiglitz-Sen-Fitoussi Commission) was 
established in 2008 to expand the multidimensional well-being framework beyond GDP. 
The Commission identified the following dimensions of well-being: (1) material living 
standards, such as income, consumption, and wealth; (2) health; (3) education; (4) 
personal activities, including work; (5) political voice and governance; (6) social 
connections and relationships; (7) environment; and (8) insecurity, of an economic as well 
as a physical nature. 

In this study, a comparative analysis of Russia's urban and rural well-being is 
conducted to explore the nature of well-being and development in indigenous peoples' 
settlements in Russia. Based on the multi-dimensional approach proposed by the Stiglitz-
Sen-Fitoussi Commission, various factors associated with well-being in urban and rural 
areas were analyzed using microdata from the RLMS-HSE (1994-2018).  

Based on the analysis, it was found that economic conditions, such as income and 
expenditure, were worse in rural areas than in urban areas. Nonetheless, the quality of life, 
such as connections with others and physical and mental health, was better in rural areas 
than in urban areas. Considering that many indigenous people live in rural areas, the 
results suggest that it is essential to improve their material conditions for their overall 
well-being. At the same time, it is pertinent not to hamper the social ties that support the 
quality of indigenous peoples’ lives. The present study also suggests that indigenous 
people should participate in the development process to build their empowerment. 
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Ria-Maria Adams 
Arctic Centre, University of Lapland, Finland 

Radically Ordinary Lives: Young Rural Stayers and the Ingredients  
of the Good Life in Finnish Lapland 

 

This presentation focuses on the lives of young people who, despite the general 
tendency towards youth out-migration in rural areas, have decided to stay in their 
hometowns. In a recent article, together with my colleague Teresa Komu (2021), we 
explore the agency of young, conscious stayers in the northern Finnish town of Kemijärvi. 
Based on our observations, the stayers’ values and perceptions of the constituents of a 
good life could be seen as an alternative to the prevailing Western ideal that emphasizes 
mobility and ambitious educational and career plans driving young people to leave their 
rural hometowns.  

The youth analyzed in the present study were active participants in their own fate 
and were content with their choice of staying back. Applying ethnographic methods, we 
learn what rural stayers consider the building blocks of a good life in a small-town setting 
that offers comparatively limited options in terms of jobs, education, and leisure activities. 
I will present the main outcomes of the present research that is part of the Finnish 
academy-funded project “Live, Work or Leave? Youth—wellbeing and the viability of 
(post) extractive Arctic industrial cities in Finland and Russia” and my cumulative 
dissertation on “Anthropological Perspectives on Youth Wellbeing in the Finnish 
Lapland.” 

Keywords: well-being; arctic; rural youth; rural stayers; youth agency  

Reference 
Adams, R.-M., & Komu, T. (2021). Radically Ordinary Lives: Young Rural Stayers 

and the Ingredients of the Good Life in Finnish Lapland. YOUNG, 110330882110646. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/11033088211064685 

Ria-Maria Adams, Ph.D. candidate, ria-maria.adams@ulapland.fi 
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Hiroya Noguchi 
Hokkaido Museum of Northern Peoples/ Tohoku University, Japan 

 

The Ainu Policy Promotion Act and its Impact on the Salmon Culture 
of the Ainu People 

 

This presentation aims to reveal the relationship between the Ainu people of Japan 
and the Japanese government under the Ainu Policy Promotion Act, which was enacted 
in 2019. For this purpose, the present study focuses on the tradition of salmon fishing of 
the Ainu people as a case study.  

Traditional salmon fishing by the Ainu people was banned in the late 19th century. 
Subsistence fishing as a right of indigenous people is still prohibited in Japan. At present, 
the Hokkaido governor permits "salmon-catching" only for purposes such as traditional 
salmon ceremonies. Therefore, an indigenous movement to restore the basic rights of 
salmon fishing is ongoing. 

A new grant for the promotion of Ainu culture was established under the Ainu 
Policy Promotion Act. This grant is provided by the Japanese government, not to the Ainu 
people but the local government. The important point to be noted is that the deregulation 
of salmon-catching applies only to projects supported by this grant. 

Despite the deregulation, salmon-catching and the relevant salmon culture have not 
been revitalized. To reestablish the relationship of the Ainu people with salmon in the 
present society, it is necessary to reflect on the plan established by the local government. 
Therefore, a symbiotic relationship between the city and the local Ainu community has 
become important for realizing the hopes of the Ainu people. As a result, at present, the 
revitalization of salmon culture is observed only in areas where the local government and 
the local Ainu community have been working together for a considerable time. 
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Aytalina Ivanova 
University of Lapland, Finland 

 

Living Law in the Arctic: legal perspectivism as a new approach  
to the study of Arctic indigenous relations with the state 

 

Arctic international cooperation has produced innovative governance regimes in recent 
decades. This is usuallycredited to the Arctic Council with its different working groups, 
where indigenous representations alongside states areparticipants and thus create a 
plural legal setting. On the other hand, the Arctic Council still remains an instrument 
ofinternational governance dominated by western legal philosophy and modes of 
governance. Where can we see tracesof indigenous legal systems that have pre-dated the 
peopling of the Arctic by white incoming state representatives?This presentation 
explores how we can use theoretical approaches from perspectivism, particularly its 
recent legalcurrents, for understanding the social life of law in the Arctic. Legal 
perspectivism shall be conceived as methodtreating different perspectives of the legal as 
real and equal. In this case this shall be the 1) historical perspective ofpre-state 
indigenous legal systems, 2) the perspective of contemporary legal cultures in specific 
Arctic locations, and3) the perspective of analysing state law, which means in effect 
legal transplants into indigenous societies, and itsimplementation. Examples from the 
Republic of Sakha (Yakutia) shall illustrate how the use of legal perspectivism 
cantransform our thinking about relations between indigenous peoples and the state. 
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Yuko Osakada 
Chukyo University, Japan 

 

An argument for relying on Article 27 of the ICCPR in the Ainu 
fishery lawsuit : Lessons from the Sámi Parliament case in the HRC 

 

 In August 2020, the Raporo Ainu Nation brought a case against the Japanese 
national government and the Hokkaido local government, staking their claim for their 
traditional right to fish salmon. According to their petition, this right mainly derives from 
their native title, a customary right that has existed since before Japan established its 
sovereignty over Hokkaido. In addition, they strengthened their claim based on the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), which is legally non-binding. 
They explicitly avoided relying on Article 27 of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR) in their petition because, in their opinion, it protects only the 
individual rights of a person belonging to a minority group; they believe it is inefficient 
in protecting the Ainu’s group rights.  

This presentation points out that Article 27 is in fact useful for protecting 
indigenous peoples’ group rights. Although, as they rightly mentioned, Article 27 is 
written as an individual, and not a group, right, the Human Rights Committee (HRC) has 
progressively interpreted it to protect indigenous peoples’ group rights. The presentation 
focuses on “Tiina Sanila-Aikio v. Finland” as an example—Tiina Sanila-Aikio, a former 
president of the Sámi Parliament of Finland, had brought a case to the HRC on behalf of 
the Sámi in Finland. The presentation examines how the HRC interpreted Article 27 to 
protect the rights of the Sámi Parliament; it concludes that, in addition to the UNDRIP, 
the Raporo Ainu Nation should rely on Article 27 to strengthen their claim to fish salmon 
because it is legally binding and is now considered to protect indigenous peoples’ group 
rights. 

  



1st Japan-Finland Seminar on the Arctic and East Asia (JAFSAS) 
January 20-21, 2022 

 

Hannah Strauss-Mazzullo 
Arctic Centre, University of Lapland, Finland 

 

Environmental Impact Assessment in the Arctic: 
 Local environmental experts, the manufacture of knowledge,  

and industrial development 
 

In the negotiation of various land uses, the environmental impacts are partly 
mitigated by the choice of location. Where industrial development is not prohibited (i.e., 
outside national parks), a common aim is to interfere as little as possible with the natural 
habitat of birds, bats, mammals, amphibians, local plant species, and entire biotypes.   

Environmental impact assessment has manifested as an institutionalized form of 
communicating diverging interests in land use. Across nations, standards of assessment 
have been converging in the context of legal “harmonization” efforts (Glasson and 
Bellanger 2003), managerial exchange over best practices, as well as increasing public 
knowledge on protection standards and political participation. 

This study examines the practitioners involved in establishing knowledge and 
negotiating possible solutions in the context of propped industrial projects in the Arctic 
region. In particular, this paper presents an analysis of the field of assessment conducted 
by local experts, who often struggle to protect the environment based on the constructed 
knowledge base for industrial development. Furthermore, this paper examines empirical 
research in Finnish and Canadian contexts, seeking a comparative analysis of the 
literature on a Japanese case of energy project development. 
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Nobuhiro Kishigami 
National Institutes for the Humanities and National Museum of Ethnology, Japan 

 

Cultural Security as a Key Factor for Local Well-Being among 
 the Inupiat in Utqiaġvik, Alaska. 

 

Contemporary indigenous people in the Arctic regions of North America face 
critical issues pertaining to political autonomy, economic autonomy, food acquisition, 
cultural and identity problems, social and health problems, physical safety problems, and 
environmental problems that may seriously threaten their lives unless adequately 
addressed. This study argues that, as the well-being of the Inupiat people of Utqiaġvik, 
Alaska, the focus of the study, is causally correlated with the synergistic effects of 
political, economic, food, cultural, social, health, physical safety, and environmental 
factors, it can only be sustained by maintaining positive effects of the above-mentioned 
factors. For this purpose, the present study examines the relationship between cultural 
security and local well-being among the Inupiat. In the current mixed economy of the 
Arctic community, subsistence activities such as bowhead whale hunting and associated 
activities such as festivals, feasts, food sharing, and consumption of the products for 
subsistence are primary sources of collective cultural satisfaction, sympathy, and identity 
among the Inupiat. This study examines how whale hunting and other activities related to 
their cultural satisfaction, 
sympathy, and identity. 
Based on the analysis, this 
study argues that the 
continuation of whale 
hunting and related 
activities is important in 
sustaining the local well-
being of the Inupiat in the 
contemporary globalized 
world. In other words, 
“traditional” subsistence 
practices are significant for 
sustaining the well-being of 
indigenous people in the 
Arctic mixed economy.   

Well-
Being

Political 
security

Environmental 
security

Food security

Economic 
security

Cultural 
security

Social and 
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Security

Figure: Sustaining Factors of Well-Being 
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Karolina Sikora 
Arctic Centre, University of Lapland, Finland 

 
Cultural heritage and self-determination of Izhma Komi 

 

The Russian Federation accommodates diverse ethnic groups within its borders. 

The census from 2010 recognized 193 different nationalities. Of these, 40 ethnic groups 

inhabiting the vast territories of the Russian North and pursuing traditional forms of 

economic activities such as herding, hunting, and fishing, were granted the status of the 

small numbered indigenous peoples of North Siberia and the Far East, in the Russian 

Federation. Despite a group meeting all the given criteria, the actual listing as a “small-

numbered people” is done on a rather discursive basis, often driven by local politics. This 

has led to a situation where not all indigenous peoples inhabiting the Russian North are 

recognized as small-numbered peoples and granted related rights. One of these is the 

Komi Izhma people, a separate group of Finno-Ugric Komi people, dispersedly inhabiting 

the vast territories of the Russian North.  

In this presentation, I analyze the developments of the revitalised Izhma Komi 

midsummer festival “Lud,” and argue that the recognition of the “Lud” celebration as the 

cultural heritage of Izhma Komi can become a valid tool for their wider cultural and 

political self-determination of interests. 
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Shiaki Kondo 
Kobe University, Japan 

 
Wellness Camp: Alaskan Natives' Strategies for Well-being 

 

At present, many Native Alaskan communities host activities variously called 
“culture camp,” “spirit camp,” “survival camp,” or “wellness camp,” in order to provide 
the younger generation of indigenous community members and others with opportunities 
to learn about Native Alaskan heritage, through their elders. Such activities usually 
include hunting and fishing trips, workshops on native languages, or practices of native 
dancing. 

Education researchers tend to consider these cultural camps as efforts toward 
community-based social education. For example, Takano (2009) reported that identity 
formation of young participants is one of the goals of indigenous, outdoor education 
programs. Alternatively, cultural anthropologists focus on the narratives of elders who 
organize workshops or instruct the youths (Fienup-Riordan 2001). However, the wellness 
camps, as a variation of culture camps, calls attention to a different actor: the healthcare 
professional, and are increasingly understood as beneficial for the well-being of the locals 
(i.e., prevention of drug and alcohol abuse) and utilized as a tool to overcome 
intergenerational trauma by the power of a subsistent way of life. In such contexts, new 
practices and ideas are brought into the camp activities through local actors, such as 
behavioral health aides. 

In this presentation, I will discuss recent developments surrounding wellness 
camps in the Upper Kuskowkim region, and how such activities are understood to benefit 
the well-being of the locals, and result in the introduction of new behavioral health 
practices called the “talking circle.” The ethnographic data presented in this presentation 
are based on my 14-month fieldwork in Nikolai, Alaska, U.S.A., since 2012. 
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Lukas Alleman 
Arctic Centre, University of Lapland, Finland 

 
Arctic Oral Histories  

– methods of indigenous history makingin the Arctic 
 

During my oral history research among the Saami people in northwestern Russia, I 
collected approximately hundred hours of oral testimonies. This corresponded to the 
policy of the research group I am a part of, that intends to share these testimonies with 
the local communities during and after the research project. We created a memory stick 
with a selection of stories to be disseminated among our project contributors, organized 
village meetings to discuss some of the stories shared by the interviewees, and widely 
shared some testimonies on our blog; all with prior consent from the authors of the stories. 
The presentation of some stories, such as those about Soviet-time boarding schools and 
alcohol abuse, provoked heated discussions in the local communities. In fact, there has 
been a long list of cases in which local community representatives reacted, offended by 
representations produced by outside scholars: Why should foreigners pry into such 
things? reflecting the idea that outsiders intrinsically cannot know the 'truth' about certain 
sensitive topics or should not stir up supposedly peaceful communities. Some scholars 
have even concluded that ethical requirements for sharing research results are inadequate 
in such cases. Does a firm ethical ground exist in the research of oral history, on which 
researchers can decide to share only certain research results with the communities of the 
contributors? Or is the epistemological “surplus” in understanding local discourses a 
more valid motivation for collaborative production and sharing of research results? How 
and by whom should these questions be determined? What are the potential sources of 
conflict, and how can they be avoided? I will address these questions, illustrated by 
examples from my fieldwork. 
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Sakurako Koresawa 
National Museum of Ainu and Tohoku University, Japan 

 
Anthropological Study on the Relation between Indigenous 

Organizations and Institutions for the Realization of Indigenous Rights 
in the Russian Federation 

 

Compared to indigenous issues in Japan, indigenous issues and their rights in the 
Russian Federation have a closer connection with resource development companies and 
institutions enforced by the government or local administrations. Therefore, it is 
important to consider whether indigenous people In Russia successfully negotiate with 
companies, governments, and local administrations. It is also important to focus on the 
role of indigenous organizations because they represent the opinions of several 
indigenous communities and are skilled at negotiations with government and local 
administrations.  

Previous research on indigenous rights in the Russian Federation has revealed that 
institutions guaranteeing indigenous rights still have room for interpretation. In such a 
case, how do indigenous organizations interpret them and set the norm for use in local 
indigenous communities? Does the norm work well to solve their issues or negotiate with 
partners? 

The purpose of this presentation is to examine how indigenous organizations 
interpret the rights put forth by government organizations or local administrations to solve 
issues related to the Russian Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North. These 
organizations have received letters from local indigenous communities throughout the 
Russian Federation and published some letters in their magazines. As a result of 
examining 45 letters, it was found that the organizations picked up issues of resource use, 
education, and health. Regarding resource use, the use of the legal category "Territories 
of Traditional Land Use" has been interpreted as a means of protecting indigenous 
communities from land development. However, these norms did not work well because 
of the differences in interpretation. 
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Matti Nojonen 
University of Lapland, Finland 

 
Hollow and emergent potential of BRI 
 – A critical structural analysis of BRI 

 

China’s immense Belt and Road Initiative (BRI launched in 2013) is aimed at building a 
completely new infrastructure connecting China with the rest of Euroasian, Africa and 
even other continents. The BRI is obviously the “child” of President Xi Jinping and it 
has been written into to the Chinese Communist Party Constitution (CCP). 
Consequently, outside China the BRI is seen being the actual geopolitical and geo-
economical “grand strategy” of the CCP realizing Beijing’s desire to reshape the 
“inequal Western dominated” world order. Whilst Beijing has not announced (maybe 
not that surprising) any official white paper or strategy on this continental shifting 
initiative outside observers have jumped into the conclusion that BRI is a top-down 
governed carefully managed initiative. However, I will tackle this general assumption 
and illustrate that the BRI at the central government level is “hollow” – it does not only 
lack the strategy, more importantly it lacks a central level organization governing, 
evaluating and approving potential BRI projects – there is no instrument of control of 
the BRI at central government level. However, the potential (and danger/challenge) of 
the BRI is brewing at the provincial and sub-provincial level dynamism. Basically, the 
whole process is organically driven where local Party-State capitalist interests (at 
provincial and sub-provincial) generate initiatives, utilize national level new 
investments policies in opportunistic manner, create own rules and policies that enable 
their local level corporations to internationalize under the banner of BRI.  
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Qin Xiameng 
Kobe University, Japan 

 
The Popularity of Traditional Chinese Medicine 

: The Case of Cancer 
 

The incidence and mortality rates of cancer are rapidly growing in China, where 
having cancer is considered almost equivalent to death. Traditional Chinese Medicine 
(TCM) has been widely accepted as a treatment for cancer in China, particularly in rural 
areas. TCM has been practiced for thousands of years and has had a significant impact on 
the treatment of cancer. Currently, many cancer patients use both biomedicine and TCM; 
some only use TCM via folk prescriptions that are said to be useful. Many Chinese people 
with cancer give up their jobs, go and live in seclusion in the mountains, and learn about 
TCM to treat cancer.  

There are many divergent cancer treatments in TCM, with each TCM doctor 
following their unique treatment method. As a student majoring in Anthropology, due to 
COVID-19, I could not go to China to conduct fieldwork. However, through extensive 
literature research and interview surveys, this presentation aims to put forward a robust 
argument on why people use TCM to treat cancer from an anthropological perspective.  

At the same time, it is necessary to analyze the knowledge, culture, and science 
behind TCM itself. Furthermore, this study seeks to answer whether TCM belongs to 
China, the Han Chinese, or all of mankind. The present study also aims to examine the 
impact of the socialist ideology on TCM, which can effectively answer why people use 
TCM from a broader perspective. In addition, through comparative research of other 
traditional medicines such as Ayurveda, the origin and significance of TCM are explored 
while maintaining objectivity. 

 


